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On the cover:
Genoa Public Library's Youth Services Library Associate Alyssa
Hanchar (top right) leads a parachute activity for a Week of the

Young Child event on April 6 at the library.
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Courtney's CornerCourtney's Corner  

Courtney Hill
Basics DeKalb County 

Team Lead

Basics DeKalb County is housed at
the DeKalb County Regional Office

of Education. It was born out of
the early childhood collaboration,
DeKalb County Collaborative for
Young Children. Please contact

Courtney Hill for any questions at
chill@dekalbcounty.org

         anyone else bursting with
excitement for summer time? I
know I am! I love to see all the
kids playing outside, roadside
lemonade stands, and
afternoons in the sprinkler. My
own children are most looking
forward to summer adventures
like staying up late, going fishing,
and many many MANY visits to
our local ice cream shop!
     Summer will be a fun and
busy season for Basics DeKalb
County! It’s important for us to
meet families where they are at -
which can be tricky when you
serve an entire county that is
almost 40 miles north to south
and spans across 8 public school
districts. As far as programming,
we have so many options for
families no matter where you’re
located within DeKalb County.
Our parent playgroups are
currently open to families who
live within DeKalb School District
#428. Expansion of these fun
groups to other communities are
happening soon! We also have
our Genoa Toddler Garden that
will start weekly programming
this summer as well. Keep a
lookout on our social media
pages and website for our grand
opening. Weekly groups already
have started at

our DeKalb and Sandwich
locations, and we also have
our monthly virtual Parent
Cafe that is open to anyone
who lives in our county. We
also have our community
outreach team at events all
summer long. Check our calen-
dar of events on the website to
see where we will be!
     We also have many new
exciting implementation
partners who want to be part
of this movement and want to
make sure ALL families have
access to the latest parenting
practices shown to promote
optimal brain growth in our
littlest learners. You can find a
current list of our champions 

for children in our “About”
section on our website! These
organizations have made a
commitment to share the 5
nurturing practices of The
Basics, and we are eternally
grateful for their support. Do
you have an organization in
mind that we should partner
with next? Reach out and let us
know! We are always looking
to expand our partners and
reach more families!
     Learning begins at birth and
doesn’t stop in the fun
summer months - let’s keep
working to make sure every
child in DeKalb County gets a
great start in life! If you are a
community member, I
encourage you to think about
ways you can share the 5
nurturing practices of The
Basics with parents you know.
If you are a parent, I
encourage you to learn these
fun simple POWERFUL ways
you can boost brain
development in your own
young child!

Is
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Meet the Early Learning Team

Courtney Hill
Basics DeKalb County

Team Lead

Cindy DiDonna
Administrative

Assistant &
Community Outreach

Michele
Whisenhunt

Early Learning Liaison

Hailey Manzano
Early Learning Liaison

Kathleen Rich
Early Learning Liaison

Cary Allen
Children's Garden

Coordinator & 
 Community Outreach

Mary Strohm
Basics DeKalb County 

 Coordinator

Where to find us:
www.basicsdekalbcounty.org

or visit us on Facebook for the latest
program updates.



The Basics DeKalb County Toddler Gardens were created to provide 
an interactive garden designed with the purpose of addressing the 

five tenets of Basics DeKalb County.

Toddler Garden
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Visit the gardens anytime during normal park hours. Help us

care for them with watering and weeding too!
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GenoaGenoa  
Public LibraryPublic Library

Spotlight on an 
Implementation Partner:

Basics DeKalb County is an early
learning initiative that works through
community partners to surround
families with support for boosting
early brain development and getting
our littlest learners off to a great start
in life. We’re excited to highlight one
of our earliest community partners,
the Genoa Public Library, which has
been actively promoting The Basics
since it was brought to DeKalb
County from Harvard University in
2019. We talked with Jen Barton,
Library Director, to find out why they
got involved with The Basics and how
they share The Basics with the Genoa
community.

Why did Genoa Library decide
to partner with Basics DeKalb
County?
     Jen and the staff at Genoa
Public Library had an 
opportunity to meet with Basics
staff and learn that a very high
percentage of DeKalb County
kindergarten students were not
arriving at school with the skills
they needed to be successful.
Jen had her own kindergarten
student at the time and had not
noticed how much higher the
expectations had become of

Genoa Public Library partnered
with Basics DeKalb County for
Week of the Young Child and has
a Basics display set up.

students than in the past when
her older children were in
kindergarten. She felt the library
could be instrumental in       
 providing information and 
strategies to help parents and
caregivers build on what they
were already doing to help lay
the groundwork for future
success in both school and in
life.

How does Genoa Library
support the Basics?
       The partnership has evolved
over time. Initially, Basics staff
would join the library staff for
events and story times to share
The Basics with families. See GENOA, page 7

 When COVID-19 forced the
library to close for in-person
events, they began sharing
Basics information online
through their website. Now,
they have an internal display
with rack cards, posters, and
books, and the staff are
actively involved in talking
with parents to provide
support for doing The Basics.

 
Why should an organization
partner with the Basics?
     Basics recognizes parents
as their child’s first and most
important teacher. This aligns 
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with Jen’s philosophy that parents are already
doing so much to help boost early brain
development in their children. She feels that
by using the common language of The Basics,
it will allow community partners to share a
universal message about the importance of
those first three years of life, and to offer a
variety of strategies to help parents be as
intentional as possible in incorporating the
Basics into their daily routines. Many
throughout the community share the same
goals of making DeKalb County a great place
for families to live and grow, and The Basics
give us all a way to maximize that impact.

Genoa Continued from Page 6

Genoa Public
Library's Youth
Services Library
Associate Alyssa
Hanchar (back)
leads a children's
story time activity
focusing on Work
Together
Wednesday during
Week of the Young
Child in April. The
children enjoyed
playing games with
a parachute, ball
and bubbles. The
library is a
Community Partner
with Basics DeKalb
County.

“It takes a village to raise a child.”
 Let’s partner, DeKalb County, to raise

our children well!

How can other organizations partner with
the Basics?
There are many ways that DeKalb County
organizations can partner with The Basics. It
can be as simple as posting information on
your website or having a display of rack cards
and posters, to something much more in-
depth, such as hosting an event or offering a
training to your employees. If you are
interested in learning more about how your
organization can partner with the Basics,
please contact Courtney Hill, Basics Team
Lead, at 815-217-0541 or by email at
chill@dekalbcounty.org.

mailto:chill@dekalbcounty.org


WHY
This is a space to come 
together, make connections with other parents, and
learn ways on how to be your child's first and most
important teacher!

WHO
Parents and caregivers of 
children ages 0 to 5 in 
DeKalb County!

VIRTUAL PARENT CAFÉ 

RSVP by text or email 
815-246-2289

smcdavid@dekalbcounty.org
 

Hear what parents across DeKalb County are saying about 
Basics Virtual Parent Café:

 
"It made me feel like I’m actually doing a good job being a parent as we have applied some of these

with our kids."
 

"I really enjoyed and found the ABC plan helpful. I utilized the tips to maximize love, manage stress
sheet as well and will definitely be printing it to put on my fridge." 

 
"I loved finding a place to connect with other families of young children in the area. I can be shy, but
felt very comfortable speaking and sharing. I also feel that this was a good 'pep talk' to help motivate

me to use the skills we discussed (talk, sing point)."
 

"Meeting and talking with other parents is always refreshing for me. And hearing different ideas on the
topics discussed is really informative and educative for me."

 
"I learned a lot from the other parents."

8

Virtual Parent Cafés

Each café
highlights a

different Basic and
includes

discussions and
activities. Each
participant is

compensated with
a $20 gift card for

each café they
attend. LAST THURSDAY 

OF EVERY MONTH 6:30-7:45PM

VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM

Participants will receive a $20
gift card for participating at

each session attended!

REGISTER to receive zoom link: 
basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com 
or email cdidonna@dekalbcounty.org

or call 815-217-0471

On the last Thursday of each month, the Basics
DeKalb County team hosts a FREE virtual Parent

Café for any DeKalb County parent/caregiver of a
child aged 0 to 5! Our Parent Cafés aim to create a
space for parents and caregivers to come together,

make connections with other parents, and learn
about The Basics. 

https://basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com/
https://basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com/


9

We acknowledge you are your child's
first and most important teacher.

The purpose of our playgroups is to
allow you the opportunity to connect

with other parents and teach you
the five Basics through fun activities

that help boost your child's brain
development and set them up for

success. We hope you leave our
parent playgroups feeling more

confident in your ability to do          
 the Basics. 



Scan here to sign up 
for Basics Insights 

texting10

Jake, a dad from Big Rock, signed
up to receive Basics Insights for
his daughter and was our #1,000! 
Our team and community
partners have worked hard to
achieve this goal, and we will
continue to work hard so that
more parents and caregivers in
DeKalb County can receive
developmental facts and brain-
boosting activities for their
children sent right to their phone!
Everyone deserves access to the
latest science that helps young
children succeed in school and
life! If you want to help your child,
grandchild, niece/nephew build a
strong foundation for learning,
sign up here: bit.ly/textingbasics

What people are saying...
Grandma from Sycamore - "I
really enjoy the text message

because it’s been so long since
I’ve had kids I’ve forgotten

things. I like the new ideas to
use things like textures - it’s all

really great!"
 

Devin from DeKalb - 
 "Amazing. I love it because I get

new ideas to do with my son
every month. I look forward to

getting them so we 

Sarah from Sandwich (pictured
at left) - "I love the texts I get from
BASICS! Such simple, smart insight.
Little reminders of how your kids

think, learn and feel at every
developmental stage. Filled with
facts and fun activities; we love

trying to incorporate them into  
 our day."  

 
Tiffany R. from Somonauk - "It's
been really good to keep up with

activities for the little ones and you
guys and where you’re going to be

and stuff.”

can spend time together and
challenge him in different ways

every time." 

https://partners.mybliss.ai/basics-insights/BDC5507?fbclid=IwAR27mRuCopkcPHmPV9iG4gLqQKmaLayjJRbG5foMPjZxYp-VJShlHnmFS0s
https://partners.mybliss.ai/basics-insights/BDC5507?fbclid=IwAR27mRuCopkcPHmPV9iG4gLqQKmaLayjJRbG5foMPjZxYp-VJShlHnmFS0s


     Maximize Love, Manage Stress
       Blowing bubbles can relieve stress. 

 Try this: take a slow deep breath in, count to 2,
and slowly blow your breath out into the wand to

form a bubble! Talk to your child about using
breathing to manage stress and emotions. 

Do the Basics with Bubbles
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Reading and discussing stories with your
child (even babies!) builds early literacy.

Try this: make up a story about where the
bubbles go. You don’t need a book to build early

literacy skills. Oral storytelling works too! 

Read and Discuss Stories

When you talk, sing, and point with your child
you are increasing their vocabulary and

language development. 
Try this: as you blow bubbles, talk about the

shape, point to them as you talk about the
colors in the bubbles. Sing the song included. 

Everyone can be a math person!
Try this: count bubbles as you pop them, talk
about their shape. Compare bigger bubbles to
smaller bubbles. Compare the circular shape of

bubbles with other shapes near you. 

Talk, Sing, and Point

Count, Group, and Compare

Explore Through Movement and Play
Children learn through play. Physical play and

pretend play help brain development.
Try this: chase the bubbles as you pop them.

Pretend you are an animal and then move like that
animal to pop the bubbles (hop like a frog or jump

like a kangaroo). Use your imagination! 

One little, 
Two little, 

 Three little bubbles
 

Four little,
Five little,

Six little bubbles
 
 

Seven little,
Eight little,

Nine little bubbles
 

Ten little bubbles
Go pop! Pop! Pop!

Bubble Song:
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Toddler Gardens

Virtual 
Parent Cafés

Family Council

Community Events

 Knights Park, Sandwich
10 a.m. First, Second and Fourth

Fridays and Third Saturday
Welsh Park, DeKalb

10 a.m. Thursdays

Virtual meeting 
6 p.m. June 6

visit: https://bit.ly/ROE16FC
or e-mail:

aalmburg@dekalbcounty.org

6:30-7:45 p.m.
June 30
July 28

 August 25
Register at:

basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com 

Shabbona Farmer's Market
9 a.m.-1 p.m.  June 4

Malta Days
11 a,.m.-1 p.m. June 11

Genoa Summer Reading Kickoff
10 a.m.-Noon June 13

DeKalb Farmer's Market
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

July 21

For more events, connect
to our Basics calendar!
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Parent
Playgroups
Community Outreach

Building, DeKalb
5-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Christ Community

Church, DeKalb
10-11:30 a.m. Fridays

https://basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com/
https://basicsparentcafe.eventbrite.com/

