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     appy fall! It’s my favorite
season here in the Midwest,
even if it’s short-lived! I think I’ve
always associated fall with the
excitement of going back to
school, cooling temperatures,
and, of course, The Sandwich
Fair (for all my southern DeKalb
County folks, you know this!).
Even as an adult, these are
things I still look forward to
every year.
     Our staff had so much fun
meeting families at numerous
back to school events through-
out DeKalb County this August.
We continue to have a packed
fall season full of community
outreach events meeting
families where they are at! One
of our favorite events is the
iconic Sycamore Pumpkin Fest
parade. You may recognize us
from past years as “the bubble
people,” so be on the lookout
again this year for our signature
bubbles! Our three Toddler
Garden locations will continue
to offer weekly fun brain-
boosting activities for families
until the weather turns too cold.
Last year we made it until
November! For families who live
in the DeKalb School District,

On the cover:
Suter Company employee Ben Sloniker reads Good Night, Gorilla
to his son Eli. The Suter Company is an implementation partner

with the Basics DeKalb County initiative and held a kick-off
celebration in June where children's books were distributed to

all its employees.
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Courtney Hill
Basics DeKalb County 

Team Lead

Basics DeKalb County is housed at
the DeKalb County Regional Office

of Education. It was born out of
the early childhood collaboration,
DeKalb County Collaborative for
Young Children. Please contact

Courtney Hill for any questions at
chill@dekalbcounty.org

we are still offering weekly
Parent Playgroups at two
different locations. We are
happy to announce that we
have received additional
funding to offer new play-
groups in the communities of
Sycamore, Hinckley, and
Sandwich! In addition to all
these wonderful programs, our
organization has partnered
with Northern Illinois University
to bring LENA programming to
the families!
     You may notice some new
faces on our Staff page and out
in the community. Our Early
Learning Team is growing so
that we can better meet the
needs of all of our families in
DeKalb County. It is a very
exciting time for the DeKalb
Regional Office of Education

and Basics DeKalb County.
Personally, my own family is
growing, too, as I am expecting
a baby boy in late October. Our
team is ready and excited to
keep things running smoothly
while I’m on maternity leave! If
you are an implementation
partner who has any questions,
please know that there will be
open and clear lines of
communication conveyed to
you in the near future as
October gets closer.
     Let’s continue to value and
support our families with young
children this fall and make sure
every child in DeKalb County
gets a great start in life! If you
are a community member or
partner organization, I
encourage you to think about
ways you can share the five
nurturing practices of The
Basics with parents you know. If
you are a parent, I encourage
you to learn these fun, simple,
POWERFUL ways you can boost
brain development in your own
young child!

H
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Where to find us:

www.basicsdekalbcounty.org

or visit us on Facebook for the latest
program updates.

Meet the teamMeet the team

Courtney Hill
Basics DeKalb County

Team Lead

Cary Allen
Children's Garden

Coordinator 

Mary Strohm
Basics DeKalb County 

 Coordinator

Kathleen Rich
Early Learning Liaison

Michele
Whisenhunt

Early Learning Liaison

Cindy DiDonna
Administrative

Assistant &
Community Outreach

Hailey Manzano
Early Learning Liaison

Megan Jackson
Family and
Community

Engagement Specialist

Hillary Cali
Community Navigator  
& Coordinated Intake

for Home Visiting
Programs

http://www.basicsdekalbcounty.org/


What are families saying about
the toddler gardens and the

FREE weekly programs?

 

"This is a wonderful program.
My one-and-a-half-year-old is

now very interested in
gardening and nature. I hope
you are able to expand your
programs to other areas and
children! Thank you for your

great work!"
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"We love the 
Basics and have had such
great success implementing
the things we learn from all
the great programs for my
two kids." 

 

Toddler Garden

"This program was
awesome! We loved it   

 and plan to attend
future programs!"

"Very cute and
interactive." 
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Garden suncatchers 
       in Sandwich

Officer Allie
 in DeKalb

Sensory Wall
 in Genoa

Fun with sunflower 
leaves at Genoa plots



400 E 2nd St,
Genoa

 
Every Wednesday

10 AM

651 Russell Rd,
DeKalb

Every
Thursday

10:00 AM *

1001 N Latham St,
Sandwich

1st, 2nd, 4th
Friday

3rd Saturday
10 AM
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Basics DeKalb County
 Toddler Gardens

F R E E  P R O G R A M S  A T  A L L  L O C A T I O N S

Interested in helping at a garden? We are always seeking garden
guardians to help with weeding/watering or being a program

presenter. Contact Cary Allen at 815-217-0538 for more details.

 Chamberlain Park                            
 

Welsh Park   Knights Park

Please help
yourself

to any of the
veggies and
herbs at any

location. There is
enough for
everyone!!

*Program time 
changed back to 10 AM*
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Parent PlaygroupsParent Playgroups
Two locations:

5-6 p.m. Tuesdays 
DeKalb County

Community Outreach
Building, 2500 N. Annie

Glidden, DeKalb
 

10-11 a.m. Fridays 
Christ Community

Outreach Center, 316 N.
Sixth St., DeKalb

Receive a new developmental
toolkit each month with fun items
to help you do the Basics at home

with your child PLUS a $20 gift card
for frequent participants. 

To sign up, visit
bit.ly/BasicsParentPlayGroup or

call 815-217-0471.

We acknowledge you
are your child's first and
most important
teacher. The purpose of
our playgroups is to
allow you the
opportunity to connect
with other parents and
experience the five
Basics through fun
activities that help
boost your child's brain
development and set
them up for success. 

Open to families with children under 3 living within DeKalb School District #428



We’re excited to highlight an
amazing and supportive
community partner, The
Suter Company. We talked
with Tim Suter and Chris
DeVlieger to find out why
they got involved with The
Basics and how they share
The Basics with their
employees.

 
Why did The Suter
Company decide to
partner with Basics
DeKalb County? 
Our vision at The Suter
Company is Enriching Lives
For Generations, and this
means so much more than
just offering our employees
a great place to work. It
means doing whatever we
can to help our employees,
their immediate and
extended families, our
community, and even
individuals worldwide
through service and growth
opportunities. 

The Suter CompanyThe Suter Company
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Spotlight on an 
Implementation Partner:

See Suter page 9

 We have many employees
who have children in their
immediate and extended
families and know the
critical importance that
bonding time with children
can help with emotional
growth and boost their
brain development and
learning. Partnering with
Basics DeKalb County was
the perfect opportunity to
help our employees and the
children in their lives create

those connections for further
growth! 

How does the Suter
Company
support/implement The
Basics?
We kicked off The Basics
program in June 2022
with our employees to a
fantastic response! We
created our own Suter
Library Carts filled with both

The Suter Company hosted a kick-off celebration in June
for its collaboration with Basics DeKalb County.
Employees got information and a free book to take home.
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Suter Continued from Page 8

Suter Dream Manager Chris DeVlieger
shows off the Basics book cart during the
Basics kick-off event held in June at Suter.

English and Spanish books for babies and
children which we invited our employees to
choose a book from. Employees were asked
to give the book to a child 5 years or
younger, or better yet, take the time to read
the book with the child. If they did not have
a child, grandchild, niece or nephew, then
they could give the book to a  neighbor or
friend to share with a child. Suter team
members were given information about the
background of the Basics, the importance
of how reading to a child can help their
brain and social development, and
encouraged our team members to make
reading a regular part of their days with the
children in their lives. In addition, we also
began giving parents of newborns and first-
time grandparents books and information
about the Basics.

What response/feedback has The Suter
Company seen/received since
implementing The Basics with your
employees?
Our Suter employees are so enthusiastic
about receiving the books and information
about how they can truly help the children
and babies in their lives grow and thrive! 

Why should organizations in the
community partner with The Basics?
Basics is making a difference in the lives of
children in DeKalb County and also in the
lives of adults they are around. The
Basics really helps create connections
between babies and children and the adults
in their lives - it's a fantastic way to truly

enrich lives for generations to come! Setting
children up for success so that they are
ready for kindergarten is important.
Reading turns kids into confident thinkers
and prepares them for the future. 

How can other organizations partner
with the Basics?
If you are interested in learning more about
how your organization can partner with the
Basics, please contact Courtney Hill, Basics
Team Lead, at 815-217-0541 or by e-mail at
chill@dekalbcounty.org.

mailto:chill@dekalbcounty.org


10



Basics Insights Texting is now open
to children ages 0-5! Parents,

grandparents and caregivers are all
encouraged to sign up at

https://basicsdekalbcounty.org/
to get two free texts a week with

information about The Basics and
activities to do at home!

11

Praise for Basics Insights texting

Scan here to sign up for
Basics Insights texting

"Very insightful! Sometimes it's something so simple as having a
conversation and sometimes it's a really good opportunity to grow their

mindset, and it's things you can easily do in the car or on the go. It doesn't
take so much time, but it does build strength, knowledge and reading

habits and things like that. It's great because it's so little and so much."
Holly C., Big Rock mom, at Hinckley-Big Rock Ice Cream Social

https://basicsdekalbcounty.org/
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Toddler Gardens

Community Events

Welsh Park, DeKalb
10  a.m. Thursdays

Chamberlain Park, Genoa
10 a.m. Wednesdays

Knights Park, Sandwich
10 a.m. First, Second and Fourth

Fridays and Third Saturday

Kite Fest
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 11

DeKalb Sports and Rec Center
 

Pumpkin Celebration
6-7:30 p.m. Oct. 27

Sycamore Public Library
 

Sycamore Pumpkin Fest Parade
1 p.m. Oct. 30

Sycamore

For more events, connect
to our Basics calendar!
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Parent
Playgroups
Community Outreach

Building, DeKalb
5-6 p.m. Tuesdays

Christ Community
Church, DeKalb
10-11 a.m. Fridays

We are hiring an Outdoor
Classroom Gardener to install
and maintain gardens for 15-
20 hours per week. Apply at

https://dekalbcounty.org/de
partments/regional-office-

of-education/
 

Join our staff:


